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PATEHT 

U.S. APPln. S.N. 09/936,077 
AMENDMENT 

REMARKS 

^en*.e„t rewrites cXai. ^. -en.ire len... the 

r^ialms 9 and 13-16 over 
The 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) rejection of claxms 

. no 5 286,454 to Nil£Bgn^t_al • is traversed. The 
XJ S Patent No. b , -it^o , ^j'* 

... a Planar surface wherein at least two 
claimed apparatus xs a planar 

. are located, and which are defined by a partition. 

compartments are ioc<ii-«^i 

..e cc^pa^t^nes c.eace a space 1. Possible alsplace 

a. least two li^id samples inaependently c£ one another, and 
c«.prlse at least two .«.e.ent tvPes ..ooves: at least one .eep 
,„ove capable o. pa«itlonin. samples f.o. one another, the .apt. 

^ in relation to the partition being 
and width of the deep groove in relation 

that capillar action Is not enable., and at least two shallow 
,.oove=, each o. the shallow grooves heln. capable of .eceivin, one 
the two samples, .espectivelv, - -P- - '^"^^^ 
in relation to the partition .eln. such that caplllarv action la 
.nahled, with each shallow .roove .ein, a.^acent to the aeep .roove 

along the entire length of the groove. 

fails to aisclose or suggest these features of 
t.e clai.e. device, which ^.e it possihle to sl^ltaneouslv 
displace at least two li^i. sa«les inaepen.entlv of one another 
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in a small volume. None of the exa:nples disclosed by Mlsson^ 
^. disclose or suggest at least one deep groove and at least two 
Shallow grooves, with each shallow groove being adjacent to the 
deep groove along the entire length of the deep groove. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the anticipation rejection of 
clain^s 9 and 13-16 over Ni 1 .son ^t ^1 ■ are earnestly requested. 

It is believed this application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 9 and 
13-16, and issuance of a Notice of Allowance directed to those 
claims, are earnestly requested. The Examiner , is urged to 
telephone the undersigned should she believe any further action is 

required for allov;ance. 

It is not believed any fee is required for entry axxd 
consideration of this Amendn,ent. Nevertheless, the Commissioner is 
requested to charge any such required fee to our Deposit Account 
No. 50-1258- 

ResR^ctfully submitted. 
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